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September 12, 2002

For Immediate Release:
EIU'S LIBRARY TO BEGIN NEW PAGE IN HISTORY WITH REDEDICATION CEREMONY
CHARLESTON - Eastern Illinois University's library will turn to a new page in its more
than 100-year history when university staff, students and guests gather for the official
rededication of the recently renovated facility.
All interested persons are invited to congregate at 1:30 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 18, on
the Library Quad, located just north of the building. Among those scheduled to speak during
the 45-minute ceremony include Dr. Roger Dettro, a member of Eastern's Board of Trustees;
architect James Baird of Holabird & Root, Chicago; and EIU Interim President Louis V.
Hencken.
Special invited guests include Helen Spalding, president of the Association of College
and Research Libraries; Sylvia Murphy Williams, president of the Illinois Library Association;
and Jean Wilkins, director of the Illinois State Library.
A reception will take place on the library's south lawn immediately following the
ceremony.
Other activities of the day include an open house and self-guided tours from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. Maps of the library will be available in the building's north foyer, while library personnel will
be stationed at various points throughout the building in order to answer questions and discuss
details of the three-and-a-half-year renovation/expansion.
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In addition, Dan Keding, internationally recognized storyteller from Urbana, will tell tales
beginning at 2:45 p.m. According to Allen Lanham, dean of Booth Library, Keding's
performance will help inaugurate the library's Ballinger Teachers' Center, located immediately
east of the north foyer. Admission is free and open to all, Lanham said.
A series of films and speakers will continue to commemorate the library's rededication
over the next nine months.
The doors to the renovated library actually opened to students and staff on Feb. 14,
2002 - an event which was celebrated with a brief ribbon-cutting ceremony and a "ceremonial
moving of the books."
In an event representative of a move made 54 years earlier, delegated members of
Eastern's administration and staff, as well as students, carried armloads of books from the
library's interim headquarters. Back in 1948, students and staff moved armfuls of books from
the library's original home in Old Main to temporary headquarters elsewhere on campus. Work
then began on a permanent home for the collection and, in May 1950, the Mary Josephine
Booth Library was dedicated. A later addition was completed in 1968.
According to Lanham, current patrons of the building are enjoying many enhanced
library features. An average of 9,500 visitors a week during the Spring 2002 semester made
use of library facilities, including modernized and expanded computer laboratories, electronic
classrooms, listening/viewing rooms and group study rooms.
Booth Library is open most days of the year. An hours hotline is provided at 581-6423,
or check the library's Web site at www.eiu.edu/-booth.
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